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A study to determine the level of awareness and understanding on the issues and

concerns regarding the interpretations of the definition of the municipal waters was

conducted among its major stakeholders. The respondents of the study were local

government officials and employees, BFAR personnel, commercial and municipal fishers

from coastal cities and municipalities of Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. Majority of the

respondents were found to be aware of the definition of municipal waters, although, they

were not familiar with its application. Most of the respondents believed that the

municipal fishers can be best protected and local resource regeneration programs will be

more effeotive if the municipal waters will be delineated and the archipelagic doctrine is

adopted.

The study also focused on the different arguments and interpretations presented

by the different stakeholders regarding the definition of the municipal waters. Such

different interpretations of the definition of the municipal waters have raised several

issues which include; legal issues that cropped up against the DAO 2007-17,
jurisdictional issues, its impact on food security and employment and effect on coastal

resource management. In resolving the issues raised, it is recommended that coastal

provinces should inkiate delineation of municipal waters, adopt the resulting coordinates

of tne municipal waters boundaries, review and revise existing local ordinances, and

initiate programs that will protect the marginal fisherfolks. These progrums will consist

of 'reduction of fishing effort to sustainable level, identification of sustainable economic

incentives that will reduce the number of rnunicipal fishers, regulation of the

establishment of fish aggregating devices and artrfrcial reefs, and enactment of
ordinances that will minimize if not totally stop destructive fishing practices.


